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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tlie fee set 
fortli in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
5, 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed August 5, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues with respect to independent claims 6 and 14-15 that the Sasson 
fails to teach or suggest a built-in non-volatile memory as disclosed in amended claims 
6 and 14-15. 

However, Examiner respectfully asserts that Wakui discloses a built-in non- 
volatile memory (image memory 20). The previous rejections of claims 6 and 14-15 
were based on the combination of Sasson and Wakui, not only the single reference of 
Sasson, and therefore the rejections based on these references are sustained. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 6, 7, 9 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wakui (US #5,648,816) in view of Sasson etal. (US #5,016,107). 

Claim 6, Wakui teaches a digital camera for capturing images (see Fig. 1), comprising: 

• a built-in, non-volatile memory (image flash memory 20) for storing a plurality of 
images in the form of image data (one image is stored in one block, and there are 
a plurality of blocks in the image flash memory 20; Fig. 3, col. 7, lines 7-24), said 
built-in, non-volatile memory being provided in a camera body (Fig. 1); 

• a detachable memory card (31 ) for storing image data; 

• an insertion slot for receiving said detachable memory card (insertion opening, 
col. 6, lines 21-24); 

• detecting means for detecting insertion of said detachable memory card into said 
insertion slot (connection detecting means 16; col. 5, lines 64-68); and 

• memory control means (memory control circuits 15 and 19) for automatically 
transferring the image data from said built-in, non-volatile memory to said 
detachable memory card upon said detecting means detecting said insertion (If 
the copy switch is on, and if storage capacity within the memory card 31 is 
sufficient for data associated with an image, the image is read from the flash 
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mennory 20 and recorded to the mennory card 31; col. 11, lines 1-14. Furthermore, 
Wakui also discloses wherein image data in flash memory 20 is rewritten to the 
memory card 32 when a memory card 31 with sufficient capacity is inserted; col. 
20, lines 543-67); 

but does not expressly teach wherein the detachable memory card has a larger storage 
capacity than said built-in, non-volatile memory. 

Sasson teaches wherein the detachable memory card (24) has a large storage 
capacity than a built-in memory (col. 5, line 32-col. 7, line 16). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have used the larger detachable memory card of Sasson with the digital 
camera system of Wakui in order to store more images than would otherwise be 
possible with a smaller capacity detachable memory card. 

Claim 7, Wakui teaches wherein said built-in, non-volatile memory is initialized to allow 
for new image capturing upon said memory control means automatically transferring 
said image data (after image data is written in the memory card 31, the recorded image 
data is erased from the image flash memory 20; col. 20, lines 59-61). 

Claims 9 and 13, Wakui teaches wherein said detachable memory card (31) is mainly 
for attachment when the digital camera is not being used to capture images and is 
normally detached when the digital camera is being used to capture images, and the 
digital camera is usable to capture images when the detachable memory card is 
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detached from and inserted into tlie insertion slot (Image capture without memory card 
31 : col. 8, line 61 -col. 42. Image capture with memory card 31 : col. 10, lines 27-67). 

Claims 14 and 15, the subject matter in claims 14 and 15 can be found in claims 6 and 
13. Therefore, claims 14 and 15 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claims 6 and 13. It is noted that Wakui teaches an image processing circuit 8 
to process captured images before storage in either the flash memory 20 or in the 
memory card 31 . 

5. Claims 8, 10, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sasson and Wakui , as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view 
ofWatanabe (US 4,887,161). 

As to claims 1 0, 1 1 and 1 2, the claims differ from Sasson '1 07, as modified by 
Wakui '816, in that they require said detachable memory card is partially exposed so 
that a user can grasp the memory card by the exposed part to detach said memory card 
from said camera body, wherein when said detachable memory card is inserted into the 
insertion slot, more than 1/3 of said detachable memory card is exposed in an 
insertional direction of said detachable memory card. 

In the same field of endeavor, Watanabe '161 teaches a digital camera (10) 
having a detachable memory card (20) wherein more than 1/3 of the memory card is 
exposed in an insertional direction of the memory card (Figs. 1-3), and the memory card 
is partially exposed so that a user can grasp the memory card by the exposed part with 
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fingers to detacli said mennory card from said camera body (col. 3 lines 42+). In light of 
the teaching of Watanabe, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to have 
the memory card shown in Sasson ' 107 and Wakui '816 be partially exposed allowing 
the user to detach the memory card from the camera so as to eliminate the need to 
have a rejecting mechanism for the memory card, thus reducing the size and weight of 
the digital camera. 

As to claim 8, the claim differs from Sasson '107, as modified by Wakui '816, in 
that the claim requires that the camera body in an insertional direction of said memory 
card is shorter than said memory card in the insertional direction of said memory card. 
Watanabe shows that the camera body in an insertional direction of said memory card 
is the same as said memory card in the insertional direction of said memory card. Since 
it is highly desirable for the memory card to be easily and readily removed from the 
camera body, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to have the memory 
card shown in Sasson '107, Wakui '816 and Watanabe '161 longer than the camera 
body. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHIA-WEI A. CHEN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1707. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 
17:00 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on (571) 272-7320. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tuan V Ho/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
/C. A. C.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



